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An award-winning future with STEM 
futureEDUCATION Award: New award for outstanding STEM teaching presented as 

part of the Vienna Science Festival 

 

The Vienna Science Festival, which took place from 9 to 11 September at Vienna City 

Hall, achieved thoroughly pleasing results. Around 10,000 enthusiastic visitors, the 

researchers of tomorrow, experienced science up close and discovered the professional 

fields of tomorrow at 30 stations and a variety of new workshops. 

 

In addition, the inaugural edition of the futureEDUCATION Award was presented as part 

of the Vienna Science Festival. This award recognises educationalists who dedicated their 

theses and final projects to the topic of conveying STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) content. 

 

The 17 prize-winners were recognised last Friday as part of the Vienna Science Festival. 

In total, prize money amounting to €21,800 was presented. This includes prizes for the 

winners as well as funding for their institutions. Prize money for each individual winner of 

the futureEDUCATION Award was matched with equal sums for their school or university. 

The sole requirement is that the money must be put towards STEM teaching activities.  

 

“Vienna is a leading centre for research; getting children excited from a young age about 

science, especially in the so-called STEM subjects, is a top priority for us. We’ve done 

that once again this year through the Vienna Science Festival. The futureEDUCATION 

Award is the next step and recognises students who have engaged with the topic of 

science teaching at the start of the professional career,” said Peter Hanke, City Councillor 

for Economic Affairs. 

 

Striking a chord with mathematics 

A jury comprising professors in STEM subjects selected the award-winning papers and 

projects. Each winning project was rewarded with a prize of between €500 and €1,000. In 

addition to a catalogue of criteria, the projects evaluated as “good” or “very good” came 

out on top in the selection process. One award-winning project that struck a chord sought 

to uncover a hidden side of mathematics by examining its links with music. It took a playful 

approach to getting nursery-age children interested in mathematics, thereby boosting their 

confidence in an often-feared subject. 

 

“The Vienna Business Agency has promoted activities to get young people inspired about 

science and research for many years. With the futureEDUCATION Award, we hope to 

appeal to the teaching professionals of the future and put the spotlight on concepts that 

recognise the need for science education for pre-school age children. The fact that we 
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received so many high-quality entries for the first edition of the award confirms that this is 

a path worth following,” said Gerhard Hirczi, Managing Director of the Vienna Business 

Agency. 

 

The futureEDUCATION Award will be presented again in 2023, with submissions currently 

scheduled to open in February 2023. 
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