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Vienna remains a major startup hub despite the pandemic 

Continued interest in Vienna Startup Package – 118 applications from 37 countries 
 

Undeterred by the coronavirus crisis, a total of 118 startups from 37 countries submitted 

applications for the Vienna Startup Package in 2021 – despite it becoming clear in the 

application phase that participation would be a wholly digital affair due to the pandemic.  

“I am delighted by the strong interest that international startups have shown in Vienna, 

particularly in the current challenging circumstances,” said Peter Hanke, City Councillor 

for Economic Affairs. “We are working intensively to cement the city’s image as an 

innovative location for startups, businesses and talent on the international stage. Vienna 

has also impressed by providing a safe, stable economic bedrock in the pandemic – 

including on the international startup scene.” 

 

Vienna Startup Package: Leading the way for 8 years 

Since 2014, the Vienna Startup Package has given outstanding international startups the 

opportunity to spend a few weeks acquainting themselves with Vienna as a location for 

business and exploring the city’s startup ecosystem. The programme aims to encourage 

more international startups to settle here in Vienna. Its record to date is certainly 

impressive: 1,381 applications received from 104 countries around the world, with 108 

international startups given the opportunity to dive deep into Vienna’s startup scene. In 

terms of applications by country, the United Kingdom leads the way with a total of 103 

submissions, followed by Romania (68) and Israel (61). 

Vienna’s importance as an economic driving force in the CEE region is also underlined by 

the sheer number of applications received, with a total of 449 applications over the last 8 

years from Southern and Eastern Europe alone. 

 

Consolidation around the city’s international flagship event, ViennaUP 

In spring 2021, the first edition of the international startup festival ViennaUP breathed new 

life into the Vienna Startup Package. While the selected startups were invited to Vienna in 

spring and autumn in two groups of 10 companies, the Vienna Business Agency focused 

its support for last year’s 20 selected startups around the time of ViennaUP’21.  

“This allows us to create synergies and extend our global reach in the startup target 

group,” said Hanke. “With ViennaUP and the Vienna Startup Package, we are 

successfully focusing international attention on Vienna, reinforcing the international 

connections in the startup community and shining a spotlight on our city on the stage of 

global business.” 

 

The accumulation is no flash in the pan: applications for the Vienna Startup Package 2022 

are already open and the 20 selected startups are due to land in Vienna in late spring, just 
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in time for ViennaUP’22. This guarantees an excellent networking opportunity with actors, 

investors, organisations and businesses at both an international and local level. 

 

Successful startup years in Vienna 

By hosting ViennaUP’21 in April and May 2021, Vienna started a new chapter in the 

efforts to position Vienna as an international business location. Digital communication 

measures reached more than 10 million people, while a total of 25,000 participants from 

60 countries made ViennaUP’21 the year’s largest digital startup event anywhere in 

Europe.  

 

In bitpanda and GoStudent, Vienna gained its first two unicorns – startups valued at over 

$1 billion – in the spring of 2021, setting new benchmarks for the startup scene.  

In addition, in the autumn of 2021 the Vienna Business Agency agreed a collaboration 

with dealroom – Europe’s leading data platform for startups and high-growth companies – 

to give the city’s startup scene even greater visibility internationally. Leading international 

indexes ranking cities as locations for business rely on data from dealroom. The Viennese 

platform provides a comprehensive overview of the city’s business ecosystem, with 

investors, public institutions, universities and private individuals coming together and 

creating new networking opportunities at vienna.dealroom.com.  

 

Vienna Startup Package 2014 – 2021 Submissions 
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Vienna Startup Package 20214 – 2021: Applications by country 

 
 
Full details of ViennaUP’22: https://viennaup.com/ 
  
Full details of Startup City Vienna: www.startupcityvienna.at 
 
Vienna, March 23, 2022 
 

 

Queries & contact details: 

Sabine Hacker  

Press Officer to City Councillor Peter Hanke 

Sabine.hacker@wien.gv.at 

+43 1 4000 81331 

 

Uschi Kainz 

Communication, Vienna Business Agency 

kainz@wirtschaftsagentur.at 

+43 699 14086583 

https://viennaup.com/
http://www.startupcityvienna.at/
https://www.ots.at/email/Sabine.hacker/wien.gv.at
https://www.ots.at/email/kainz/wirtschaftsagentur.at

