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1,000 workshops in 10 years: Interest in start-up events remains high despite the pandemic 

Providing basic business knowledge free-of-charge and without fuss in 18 languages 

 

The Vienna Business Agency has hosted 1,000 workshops over the last 10 years. That equates to 

around 100 workshops every year open to everyone interested in starting a business in Vienna. 

Approximately 16,000 keen entrepreneurs have taken advantage of this offering so far. On 

average, business founders attend at least three workshops per year. These events teach them 

how to turn their ideas into a sustainable business model. Above all, attendees want to find out the 

steps they need to bear in mind when founding a company, whether their business plan holds 

water and what legal pitfalls they should watch out for when launching their business. For more 

than a decade now, the Vienna Business Agency has offered free workshops for start-ups and 

entrepreneurs through its Start-up Academy in the fields of finance, legal affairs, company funding 

and marketing.  

 

Vienna’s start-up community remains future-focused – despite the pandemic 

“Here in Vienna, we have an amazingly vibrant entrepreneurial landscape. By offering services 

such as the Start-up Academy, we are responding to the need for core knowledge to found a 

successful and sustainable company,” said Peter Hanke, City Councillor for Economic Affairs. 

 

“Entrepreneurial success depends on solid implementation plans. In our Start-up Academy 

workshops, we support start-ups by sharing up-to-date knowledge about the start-up phase. Our 

service has struck a chord, as evidenced by the active participation in our workshops and the keen 

interest in our multilingual offering, which we are always looking to expand,” said Gerhard Hirczi, 

CEO of the Vienna Business Agency, emphasising the sustainable nature of the workshop 

initiative. 

 

In 2021 alone, the Vienna Business Agency hosted 111 workshops that welcomed over 1,400 

attendees – showing that Vienna’s start-up landscape remains active, vibrant and forward-looking.  

 

Get involved – and reap the rewards 

Over 40 further workshops are scheduled to take place before June. From workshops on specific 

topics open to all businesses to industry-specific workshop series, the schedule covers all bases. 

Spaces are still available. You can visit www.viennabusinessagency.at/workshops to register. New 

workshops for the second half of 2022 will be announced in May.  

 

https://viennabusinessagency.at/
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The workshops offer budding entrepreneurs an opportunity to gather new ideas they can 

implement in the start-up phase and optimise their business plans. In many cases, the workshops 

inject new impetus, encouraging entrepreneurs to take the plunge and get started. “The courses to 

date have been great; we learnt a huge amount and have already implemented some things. The 

Vienna Business Agency has a unique service offering. I’ve signed up for two further courses 

myself – and I’m already looking forward to them immensely!” said Cristina Soria, who attended a 

marketing workshop with her business partner in 2021.  

 

Alexandra Hennig benefited from a compact overview of the fundamentals of starting a business as 

well as knowledge of accounting and marketing through the Start-up Academy. “The Academy 

workshops from the Vienna Business Agency were not only informative but also really motivating!” 

she said. An art historian, Hennig is set to officially launch her company and start operations in the 

near future.  

  

Learning from experts and industry insiders  

The workshops are aimed at entrepreneurs currently in the preliminary or start-up phases. They 

can continue to attend workshops for up to five years after successfully launching their company. 

Entrepreneurs can attend up to 10 free workshops each year hosted by industry insiders and 

business experts on behalf of the Vienna Business Agency. The workshops are offered in up to 18 

languages. 

 

More information at: viennabusinessagency.at  

 

The Vienna Business Agency’s “Start-up and Grow” project is co-funded by the ERDF.  
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